Koroglu
Azerbaijani heroic epics tell about historical events related to the life of the people, their struggle for justice and freedom.  The heroes of such epics are brave and brave people who came out of the people.  Heroic epics are mainly created on the basis of narratives and songs about folk heroes.  One of the most famous heroic epics is the "Koroglu" epic.  From the researches about the Koroglu saga, it is known that he is a semi-mystical folk hero.  It is believed that he lived in the second half of the 16th century.  Koroglu was one of the leaders of the Jalali movement.  The middle of the 16th century - the cities of Turkey, Azerbaijan, etc. in the 17th century.  the territories were covered by the peasant movement.  One of the Jalali groups in Azerbaijan was headed by Koroglu.  According to the legend, Koroglu's real name was Rovshan.  There is very little information about Koroglu and his comrades that we have in written sources.  Some researchers note that Koroglu was active in Khorasan, others in Anatolia, and most in Azerbaijan.
         In oral folk literature, the events related to Koroglu's name became legendary and found their reflection in the "Koroglu" epic.  The historical line of the series of events and personalities has not been broken with the epic, and the fact that Koroglu was a brave warrior, a talented poet who wrote beautiful poems and fell in love has been preserved as a historical fact.  Most of the personalities mentioned in the saga (Giziroglu Mustafa Bey, Kosa Safar, Jafar Pasha, Hasan Pasha, etc.) are historical figures.  The main base of Koroglu was Çanlibel fortress.  Even today, there are many fortresses called "Chanlibel" in different regions of Azerbaijan.  Sources from the 19th century mention Çanlibel as a settlement.  The "Koroglu" saga, which exists in the oral tradition of the vast majority of Turkic peoples (Turks, Turkmen, Uzbeks, Kazakhs, Bashkirs, Tatars, Karakalpaks, Azerbaijani Turks, etc.), has spread over a wide geographical area from the Danube to the Balkans, from Siberia to Syria.  "Koroglu" is the only epic with more than five hundred variants and versions due to its spread, volume and fame.
        The first edition of the "Koroglu" saga in Azerbaijan was printed by Rza Zaki in 1913 at the Orujov brothers printing house.  The title page of this prose edition is written in Persian.  Another version of the epic consisting of 14 chapters, more perfect and rich in couplets, was published in 1941 by Hummet Alizadeh.
        "Koroglu" saga has been published many times in Central Asia.  The Central Asian version is still out of print as it is a periodical.  Basically, since the Uzbek Koroglusu revived the heroic chronicles of several generations, each period was formed as an independent epic.  Recently, new branches of the "Koroglu" epic have been collected and published in Azerbaijan.  Among them, "Meeting of the Hero Koroglu with Giants", "Koroglu's Trip to Tehran", "Theft of an Egyptian Sword", "Marjan Khanum's Arrival in Chanlibel", "Zarnishan Khanum's Arrival in Chanlibel", "Agca Lamb" can be mentioned.
       It is known from the saga that Koroglu had a sword in one hand and a saz in the other.  He entered the battle with a reed, and after the battle he began to celebrate his victory by pressing the reed to his chest.  Even today, the couplets from the "Koroglu" saga are memorized by everyone, young and old.  It is no coincidence that the genius Uzeyir Hajibeyli wrote the opera "Koroglu" based on the motifs of the epic "Koroglu", and the overture of the opera was and is being sung as a hymn to promote Azerbaijan in almost all eras.

