Shusha culture
[bookmark: _GoBack]      Shusha has been the cultural capital of Azerbaijan since 2021.  Called "Little Paris", "Cradle of Culture", "Temple of Art of the Caucasus", "Conservatory of the East" at different times, this city stands out not only for its natural beauty, but also for being a true cultural center. The architecture of the city is the main indicator of culture and architecture.  Every street, every neighborhood, every house in Shusha is a mark of history.  According to archival documents, 549 ancient buildings, 17 mosques, 6 caravansaries, 3 tombs, 2 madrasahs, several churches and monasteries are located in the city. All these historical monuments tell about the cultural history of the city.  Being the center of the Karabakh Khanate it played a special role in the cultural development of the city.  Shusha, as the capital city, has always created cultural, economic and political relations with other cities of Azerbaijan and neighboring states, and has always been in the center of attention.
      Shusha is considered a cultural center not only in terms of architecture.  This city has also given great personalities to Azerbaijani literature.  Molla Panah Vagif, Khurshidbanu Natavan, Abdurrahim bey Hagverdiyev, Najaf bey Vazirov, Ahmed Agaoglu, Yusif Vazir Chamanzaminli and other writers and poets are representatives of the Shusha literary school.  The literary and cultural environment in Shusha had all kinds of characteristics for the development of the great writers we have mentioned, and for creating valuable works of art from each other.  Literature and music developed in parallel in this city.  That is why Shusha has a special place in the history of Azerbaijani music.  It is no coincidence that the city is called the "Conservatory of the Caucasus".  In time, the singers who grew up in Shusha had great influence all over the Caucasus.  Shusha was also the ancestral home of great musicologists who left a unique mark in the history of Azerbaijan.  Genius Uzeyir Hajibeyli grew up in the environment of Shusha.  Apart from Uzeyir Bey, Sadigcan, Jabbar Garyagdioglu, Khan Shushinski, Soltan Hajibeyli, Niyazi, Bulbul and others are also considered to be "graduates" of this "conservatory".  These personalities played a special role in the creation and development of other cultural areas in Shusha.  The Shusha theater, which was allegedly founded in 1848, developed further in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  A number of popular theater performances were staged in the school located in the house of Khurshidbanu Natavan's daughter Khanbika in Shusha.  Of course, playing a theater performance in a city like Shusha was a big event.  The people of Shusha, who are deeply attached to culture and art, were very enthusiastic about such cultural events.
        National leader Heydar Aliyev paid great attention and care to Karabakh during his leadership of Azerbaijan during the Soviet period (1969-1982), not even an inch of Azerbaijani land was given to Armenia, and Armenian claims were always failed.  Before Heydar Aliyev came to power, Armenia wanted to seize some territories bordering Azerbaijan.  Armenian official circles and scientists even revealed falsified maps of the 20s of the last century.  Negotiations on the territorial issue had already become an object of discussion.  Heydar Aliyev, who put the interests of the Azerbaijani people above all else, resolutely prevented the Armenian nationalists and did not allow the decisions of some forces in Moscow to be implemented. Heydar Aliyev, who knows well the history of Shusha, the ancient cultural center of Azerbaijan, paid great attention to the development of this city.  He made decisions to turn Shusha into a resort town and encouraged large-scale construction works.  On January 14, 1982, the mausoleum of Molla Panah Vagif was inaugurated in Shusha with the participation of the national leader.  This was a manifestation of Heydar Aliyev's attention to national literature, history, ethnicity once again.  The great leader's return to Shusha on July 29, 1982, bringing with him the figures of science, literature, and his family once again showed his attention to Karabakh.  
       The great leader participated in a number of events for four days from July 29 to August 3 and took part in the opening of Khurshidbanu Nateva's monument on August 2.  The fact that he listened to the poems of prominent Azerbaijani and Karabakh poets for hours at the poetry festival is still remembered by every Shushali who participated in the event.  In those years, Khankendi Pedagogical Institute, which was opened on the instructions of Heydar Aliyev, also created favorable conditions for the formation of the scientific and cultural environment of Karabakh, for the local population to receive higher education, and to be closely connected to their native land.  The eldest son of our people, Sov.  In 1988, shortly after he resigned as a member of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the CPSU and as the first deputy chairman of the USSR Council of Ministers, Armenia made territorial claims against Azerbaijan and started military aggression against our country.  The city of Shusha was able to maintain its status as a cultural center even during the years of Soviet rule.  Unfortunately, that didn't last very long.  In May 1992, the occupation of the historical city of Azerbaijan by Armenian usurpers changed the mysterious environment of the city, which is a pearl of nature and culture.  No more Natavans, Agaoglus, Uzeyirs, Bulbuls have grown up in this city.
       Today, native people have settled in Shusha again.  This city is rapidly recovering its cultural level.  The declaration of Shusha as the cultural capital is a clear proof of this.

